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Please keep in mind any information provided in this bulletin is subject to change and is accurate at the time of distribution.

Message from Our Trustee

February 2024

As we start the second semester and second half of the school year, | want to take
this opportunity to share some updates about upcoming dates, events and initiatives
taking place across our system with you. | also want to thank everyone who
contributes to building a strong educational community in York Region District School
Board - the students, families, staff members and community partners who come
together in support of student learning, achievement and well-being.

February is Black History Month. In addition to a number of events taking place
within the school board and local community, the school board is once again
Celebrating Black Excellence through its Black Voices campaign. Black Voices aims
to centre and celebrate the Black members of our YRDSB community and share their
voices. For families looking to learn more about school board and community events
and programs for Black students and families, you can subscribe to the Centre for

Black Student Excellence mailing list to receive regular updates.

Later this month, we will also recognize the Lunar New Year and wish all students,
staff and community celebrating Lunar New Year a happy and joyful celebration.

While we have seen milder winter weather this year, | also want to remind families
that we have protocols in place for severe weather and school transportation
cancellation in the case of inclement weather, and want to ensure families are aware.
You can find more information on the Board website. We also continue to encourage
families to use active school travel all year round, including during the winter months.
Early in February, we will be celebrating Winter Walk Day, and be sharing tips as well
as the benefits and joys of winter walking.



https://www2.yrdsb.ca/black-history-month-0
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/celebratingblackexcellence
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/equity-and-inclusive-education/centre-black-student-excellence
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/equity-and-inclusive-education/centre-black-student-excellence
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/lunar-new-year
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/healthy-schools-workplaces/severe-weather-conditions
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/winter-walk-day

This month, students in Grades 5-12 will have an opportunity to vote in the Student
Trustee Elections. | want to congratulate and thank all of the students in Grade 10
and 11 who applied for this position. Student Trustees play an important role
representing student voice at the Board meetings, and we greatly value their voice
and contributions. Students who are eligible to vote will receive information in their
GAPPS accounts about how to vote. This is a great opportunity to participate in the
democratic process and to have their say about who will represent their voice in the
next school year.

Kindergarten and French Immersion registration opened in January for fall 2024.
For students looking at course selection in secondary school, there are lots of great
resources available at www.yrdsb.ca/experience-yrdsb that let students learn more
about courses, programs and opportunities that relate to their interests.

You can also stay up-to-date with what's happening around the Board by visiting our
newsroom or by listening to the Board’s award-winning podcast Tune In YRDSB,
including recent and upcoming episodes on what to expect in Kindergarten, how
Student Trustees represent student voice, Tamil Heritage Month, Hindu Heritage
Month and more.

As the governing body of the York Region District School Board, trustees are required
to establish an annual Multi-Year Strategic Plan (MYSP) to guide system direction
for a four-year period. The MYSP is a reflection of emergent priorities identified by our
educational communities. Over the coming months, we will be conducting extensive
consultations with YRDSB students, staff, families and community members to collect
input and feedback to develop our revised MYSP. We look forward to hearing from
you.

Thank you for all that you do to partner with us in building a strong publicly funded
education system that delivers a high-quality education for your children. You can
learn more about my role as a school trustee and how you can reach me on the
Board website www.yrdsb.ca.

Ed Law, Markham Wards 3 and 4

Message from Guidance

FAMILY NIGHT WEBINAR SERIES
Thank you to all of the families who were able to join us for Markville’s Specialty Programs,

and a special thank you to Ms Vrensen, Ms Shah, Ms Liu and Ms Wilson for their expertise!
The next Family Night presentation is quickly approaching on February 7th @ 6:30 pm, to
support families in Course Selection. Students will receive Course Selection information
during school hours on February 12th assemblies (new date).



https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/board-trustees/student-trustees/student-trustee-elections
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/board-trustees/student-trustees/student-trustee-elections
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/elementary-school/kindergarten
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-programs/french-second-language
http://www.yrdsb.ca/experience-yrdsb
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/newsroom
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/newsroom
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/corporate-communications/tune-yrdsb-podcast
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/board-trustees/board-trustees-directory
http://www.yrdsb.ca/

The slide deck for the Specialty Program presentation is accessible on the Markville
Guidance website’s Family Night Page. The link to the February 7« presentation can be
found on Family Night Agenda, on that same page.

COURSE SELECTION

myBluePrint/myPathwayPlanner will be open to submit courses from February 15-24.
There is no benefit to being first to submit, so please choose carefully, and where needed,
speak to teachers, as well as Guidance. Guidance is bookable to Families via TeachAssist
Parent Portal — appointments can be in person or virtual (please select virtual, if preferred so
that we know to send a link). Instructions on how to book an appointment can be located at
the bottom of the Markville Guidance website. Courses must be locked in by February 24+.
Course selection tips and advice will be shared at the February 7:» Family Night webinar,
and many questions answered. Families making decisions about Math, in particular, may
want to start to review the Guidance Math Pathway information document.

IMPORTANT: Students currently in Grade 10 and 11 should be exploring Post-Secondary
interests to review program requirements, so as to be able to choose potentially required
Grade 11&12 pre-requisite courses in February for next year’s Course Selection. Itis
recommended for Gr 10s to also put in courses for Gr 12, so that they can ensure the correct
pre-requisites in Gr 11 (only Gr 11 courses will be locked in the system). Course selection
options/information can be found here, as well as Department pathways on the Guidance
website. Post-secondary information and links can be reviewed here.

POST-SECONDARY INFORMATION
Applications to OCAS (Ontario Colleges) are due February 1st. Be sure if applying, that your

student chooses the max of 5 programs and a start date of September 2024.

For Gr 12 students - as Semester 1 comes to a close, please ensure that any Private School
or alternative Board report cards are submitted to Markville Guidance. Private schools
must upload to OUAC/OCAS, but the course does not count towards a student Transcript,
unless MSS uploads the report card. Private schools can email counsellors directly; TDSB,
etc would need to be provided via the student.

Happy weekend!
Your Guidance Team~



https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/family-night-webinar-series?authuser=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n6-NgAd55DtUlkuupw8gXTCOVcd7j4k9hAOOUaJpYTI/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.myblueprint.ca/
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/yrdsb/parents/
https://ta.yrdsb.ca/yrdsb/parents/
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/home?authuser=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NoTU-q2hG98WJhT7N5oueTDlR-kaXnv7/view?usp=sharing
https://app.myblueprint.ca/public/courses/yrdsb/markville1
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/course-selection
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/course-selection
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/post-secondarypathways/home

This is a mental health resource that will appear in the E-Bulletin
weekly that was created by past and present Markville students.

MSS Mental
Health Resource

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zxvpOngpV22ikM7Fow2 FNIMx X2wErCF5/view?usp=sharing

Markville Guidance Website Wellness Page:
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/wellness

Virtual Workshops

Happy New Year,

| serve as the settlement worker responsible for Markville Secondary School. My name is Helen, and |
conduct visits to this school every Thursday.

Settlement workers are committed to delivering comprehensive support and services to new
immigrant families, with the goal of fostering an inclusive and integrative environment. | address
various issues that may arise in the lives of immigrants, such as family relationships, mental health,
and career development.

Our services not only focus on resolving problems but also emphasize building close relationships with
individuals, listening to their needs, and collaboratively devising practical solutions. We believe that
everyone in this country has the right to lead a fulfilling and happy life, and our objective is to assist
them in achieving this through personalized support.

In the upcoming months, our organization will host a series of online seminars for high school
students, including a seminar that discusses how to prepare for taxation in Canada. We invite
everyone to enthusiastically sign up using https://forms.gle/MQ3Td4TpUPgPSfut5 and
https://forms.gle/MQ3Td4TpUPgPSfut5 . The language of these two workshops will be in Mandarin,
please invite your parents.

If you encounter any difficulties in signing up, please feel free to call me, and | will assist you in the
registration process.

Should you have any issues or concerns at this school requiring assistance, you can contact me via
email or phone.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zxvp0ngpV22ikM7Fow2FNIMxX2wErCF5/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/markvilleguidance/wellness
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2fMQ3Td4TpUPgPSfut5&c=E,1,9EdrA_LQsoQ7oxDdCYl5Y6kIRLyF96bbKkCvIX0xVdJfLXjqKRUH5vWz7LTjqN3TQv4uhKji0IEhISwUqHtGkXj87JYJblvJihm9DRDa0UQJvmhBTZMj8VrU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2fMQ3Td4TpUPgPSfut5&c=E,1,UXgPbstXo1rL9_-QLAML823rYN4rzQ4VcVjMvH99495gAohb39cOgGalL79scQ09YvPrA-1YA5cI0dhxP8ts3tcuh24z-S3vL1ew29TtpYCDeokWqBc4rw,,&typo=1

Wishing you all the best.

With kind regards,

Helen
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With kind regards,
Helen

With kind regards,



https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2fMQ3Td4TpUPgPSfut5&c=E,1,LNjxXSKnudgRh6OxxdtwcBd2JT45cbrEF8VzXvGEQg_vz8i-t604L4ZG73qr_0a34Y16z3HZThrZQvlC78io-m1C1rgIw1E3U0hmALgxaDrDzQLKjv-y40iY1w,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2fhhDPg74f4ufAmjfz5&c=E,1,aQGH6dRA-stW8vxLJgFSg6_w8DK4T6iIP7ggNVTTdIj86sO7SJoYq5cQlpQtlD5t1U0ZtIROJxg4vE3fUoiJz4ao3R4mP4D6PrPbKFaZBbmm7_bZh0g,&typo=1&ancr_add=1

Helen

&4 ccsyr
Reaching out to all

Catholic Comf‘nunity Services of York Region

HelenLin
Community Navigator

O hlin@ccsyr.org (416) 566-1733

© i Q: @ccsyrorg

Phone: 905-770-7040 | Toll Free: 1-800-263-2075 | Fax: 905-770-7064
Web: cesyr.org | Email: ccsyr@ccsyr.org

School Notices

Upcoming Dates

January Exams
25-31

February 1 | Exam Review Day

February 1 [ OSSLT Results will be distributed to students

February 2 | PA Day (school closed to students)

February 5 | Semester 2 begins

February Lunar New Year
10

Community Opportunities Site!

We would like to remind you of our Community Opportunities Site linked to our
school home page where students, families and all community members can
access up-to-date information about workshops, seminars, scholarships and
more.



https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/mss-community-opportunities/opportunities
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Contact Information

1000 Carlton Rd., Markham L3P 7P5
Phone: (905) 940-8840, (647) 795-7652
Fax: (905) 940-8895

Email: markville.ss@yrdsb.ca

Bell Times: 8:20 AM - 3:00 PM
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Friday, 3 November
7:45am SR Boys Volleyball Tour
12:00pm  Cross Country Team OF

Monday, 6 November

Guidance Event: Gr 12 Post Second
1:40pm Varsity Hockey Game @
2:20pm SR Boys Volleyball Play
Wednesday, 8 November

OSSLT Days (Library) School News

Grade 8 Information Sessions

Sem 1 Term 1 Ends
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families to a webpage with up-to-date links to YRDSB
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and community members.
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YRDSB Communications

Virtual Consultations for Parents/Caregivers of the Tamil Diaspora
Community

In the YRDSB’s ongoing effort to support achievement and well-being for students
who are racialized and/or marginalized by oppression, and in support of the actions
and goals set out in the Director’s Action Plan, as well as the Student Mental Health
and Addiction Strategy. we are offering virtual Community Care Team Social Work
consultations for parents/caregivers of Tamil identifying students across the board.

This year we are piloting consultations directly with parents/caregivers of the Tamil



http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markville.ss/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/directors-action-plan-report
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/mental-health/student-mental-health-and-addiction-strategy
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/mental-health/student-mental-health-and-addiction-strategy

Diaspora Community to enhance service access and language-specific support when
seeking mental health services for their children. Through culturally affirming
consultations, we are hoping to reduce barriers to accessing mental health support
and fostering stronger relationships between the students, families and schools.

Consultations will provide an opportunity for Tamil parents/caregivers to:

e Acquire strategies for cultivating meaningful interactions and connections with
their child

e Explore ways to support their child’s mental health and well-being

e Understand how to request and navigate accessing support, including mental
health services, for their child at school

e Discuss current difficulties and challenges experienced by their child

e |earn about resources in the York Region community to better support their
child’s needs

Please share these flyers:_English flyer and Tamil flyer.

To book consultations and/or for any questions please contact Nijatha Subramaniam
via email at nijatha.subramaniam@yrdsb.ca or by phone at 905-727-0022 ext. 4138
(voicemail only).

Work Experience Newsletter

Newsletter providing updates from the Work Experience team highlighting student
success stories.

Experience Works - Winter 2023/2024 Newsletter



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AtboDLebByqx1HIGF0VpGxopKmiadruA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1550bAtoUQcrv5zQrvFKF6R_mYg5pgaP6/view
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-StudentServices/Shared%20Documents/Work%20Experience/WE%20Newsletter%202023-2024%20Winter.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=PAIucP

Community Events

15% OFF WITH CODE YRDSB

Code must be entered in all captal letters
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Year of the Dragon Festival

FEB 8 - 25, 2024
STANDIN.G I,N THE.D.OO.RWAY VEXHIBIT.ION

Markham Museum - 9350 Markham Rd.
' Tickets at lunarnights.ca

M ARKHAM

MARKHAM MUSEUM &2 @ Fantuan

CF Markville Mall

Exclusive Event Celebrations

We invite you to join us on Saturday, February 10 at 2 PM in Centre Court to
enjoy a festive Lunar New Year celebration hosted by A1 Radio's Happy Trio —
Winnie, Anthony, and Tyrone.

The exclusive event will include a traditional lion and dragon dance, martial arts
and singing performances, God of Fortune, and so much more. A Traditional Lion
and Dragon Dance symbolizes good fortune and energy at the beginning of the
new year. Meet the God of Fortune as he shares his wealth and luck with the
community to kick off the new year.

The celebration continues! Explore our week-long celebration which includes lion
dances, and special CF Music performances.

Sun Feb 11th | 3:00 - 3:20 pm | Dragon Dance

Fri Feb 16th | 4:00 - 6:00 pm | CF Music with Valerie Lo Duo
Sun Feb 18th | 12:00 - 12:20 pm | Lion Dance

Sun Feb 18th | 2:00 - 4:00 pm | CF Music with Valerie Lo Duo




Centre court is located on Level 1, near Uniglo.

Happy Lunar New Year! We wish you a joyful and prosperous new year!

https://shops.cadillacfairview.com/property/cf-markville/lunar-new-year



https://shops.cadillacfairview.com/property/cf-markville/lunar-new-year

